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Matt Gant

2004 Wine Society

Young Winemaker of the Year

Salute to young gun

An excursionledtoan
award-winning career for
one young winemaker,
reports JEFF COLLERSOM

n the eve of an army career,

Matt Gant went on & Held trip

to a wine reglon It furned out

to be a Hfe changing event
which hns culminated in Gant becom-
ing the Wine SBodety's Young Wine-
maker of 2004,

British-bornn Gant, 30, nssistant to
Biuart Blackwell at 8t Hallekt in the
Barossa, beat nine finalists afer two of
hig wines were voted tops by Ehe Wine
Society's judging panel

In 1983 Gant was studying peography
at university in London as a prelude to
all AFHLF CaPeer.

"'H:,l lecturer Dr Tim Unwin had o

fascinating book called the Historion?
Cheography of Vidleulure and as a
mﬂdmlmﬂemmemmehebmkn
mup of students on a feld trip to
nee,” Gant snys

“Wewent to the Burgundy and Cham-

pagne regions and through his connec-

Apart from Barossa shiras and

Mopa Valloy cabemeat, what ara your
fanrounrite wines?
Sonpaignicn blanc from hew Zaslond and

Barclofiom Raly.

What"s the best wine and food makch

you have enjoyed

Foie gras and a inkensely sweat Hungarnian
witne called Tokajl, Subsnme corbnation.
Whiat s your favourite dish here?

Salt and papper squid,

The beest wine to drink with it?
A good Eden Valley riesling,
Whal should we be ealing with
Barossa shiraz?

s the dassic AUssia barbaciis pakner 5o
staak or spicy sausages lle bratsurst,
Where do you eat in the Barcssa?

Bob MclLean®s newi-sh place Bar Vinum.

Tipus off on the best eateries
in Adelaide?

Iy Fenvcaurites ars:

mmmguawm.
Iz Emily vourbiooest fan?

' Mill in the
Adslaics Hills and Star Of Greece in Port

Willungra. Maybe ' a bit biased about the
latter as | met my girtiriend Emily there whils

tions he was able o get us Inbd some

amazing taskings
= dsight, the whole thin
probabiy a bit of an excuse for a g

but it changed my Hfe

“Wine caught my [maginabion so
much that Dr Unwin sogeested I head
to Australis to work during vinkage,

“I was soon organised to go to Mcola-
ren Vale In SBouth Australia, Bub an the
eve of my departure I broke my arm ina
:;uuw'hnp.rd:l aocident,

mnwdnftm whide wine thing was
fﬂiﬂl‘ to fall over antll, mwerely as
sodean e interested in wine and with oy
arm in ter, [ attended o NZ2 Wine
Guild dinser in London

A8 fate would have It T was seated
next to Brent Marris, & highly-regarded
NZ winemaker. During the dinner I
maneged to kalk wry inkoa job with
him at Delegat's Winery.

“T arrwed there in 1938 and then
things took off. Next I went to Jeyser
Park Winery, in Cplifornin’s Sonoms
Valley, where I worked with Austrolinns
Darrell Groom and Mick Schrober, IE
wad an amazing learning experience,

"Then I did stints at MeOuigans in
the Hunter Valley, with Joseph Phelps

Copynght Agency Lirnifad [CAL) Mﬂw}ﬂ

in the Napa Yalley, and at Tatachills in
MeLaren Vale and Bremerton In SA's

was Langhorne Creek.

“Between 1520 pnd 3000 I completed o
graduate diploms in winemaking in Ade-
adde, While studying Isecured a weekend
part-time Job 88 & rellel winemaker ab 5t
Hallell's in the Barossa Valley.

“When my course was over [ went to
Bpaln for more Munu but whils
there I was con 8t Hallett's
offering me & Tull-time Job.

I started there it 2000 and oouldn’'t be
hoppier beranse the Borossa Valley is
the world's pre-eminent shiras region,

“What sels It apart from ofher TRES
ghiraz areas, like Pranee's Rhone Valley,
mre the varied seils and mesp-climpbes it
offers, Thi Barossa has a great diversity
of vineyards and thus, & wide range of
wine stylea”

Bub Gant does have a ssorel "The
Borosse isn't rencwned for cobernet
sauvignon Hke ik 15 for shiraz buk I'm a
bit of & cabernet mat 8o I keep that a bit
quiet,” he saya.

“At home in Willinmstown though Ido
orensionally drink cobernet sauvignon
from California's Napa Valley."

I, ey parenits Annetbe and
i, wiha now e in

passionate aboul wins so ans veny
proud of rmas,

Do youl have a regular
rastaurant
in Sydney?

usualy head for Bathers®

Parilicon, Balmaral.

Any hobbies apart from wine?
I =8l gat a buzz ol of traveling,
I'm a ke foodie, | was aways
ke on rugly and | love film.
Than whal s your
Tavourite movie?
Sormarsalwt, a recerty-
released Bauestralian B
It*s erevecsome.
In France fow consumers
kmearthve Rames of



